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resort togs, and fabulous
shoes. Soccer stars, singers,
and paparazzi descend on
the city along with interna-
tionally famous Brazilian
models who return to walk
the runways.

The buzz extends to ho-
tels, restaurants, and clubs.

The sensual Hotel Unique

GETAWAYS

Hills-like section of Jardins,
the 60-room hotel is the re-
cent enterprise of the Fasano
family, which has been
bringing fine Italian cuisine
to the city for 100 years. An-
tique leather chairs and im-
peccable service add a
clubby 1930s atmosphere to

the lobby, which has a jazz

vaguely reminiscent of a
contemporary cruise \hip—
is its own showcase for de-
sign. The Wall is the see-and-
be-seen cocktail bar, a library
with floor-to-ceiling shelves
lined with glass bottles.

Upstairs, the rooms are modern—all-

bar (frequented by Grammy
Award-winning singer Cae-
tano Veloso) on one side and
the renowned Fasano Res-
taurant on the other.

lust outside the doors are
cafes, clubs, and world-class I‘-nuliquv\, from

Armani to Tiffany & Co. Or take a taxi to
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DI-VINE RETREAT

The Napa Valley has come a long
since 1859, when Sam Brannan built a cot
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approach—in everything from con-
struction materials and landscaping
down to soaps and shampoos. Inside,
the spacious, streamlined rooms and
suites have cathedral ceilings, slate
showers, and plush throws over comfy
leather chairs. And at each door are
two shiny chrome and black cruising
bikes so guests can explore vineyard
lanes or the byways of Calistoga.
(Porters, housekeeping, and room serv-
ice all get around on two wheels, too).

An inviting 130-foot-long pool with
private cabanas is another treat, but it
barely hints at the mineral pools at the

20,000-square-foot spa, where, not
surprisingly, one of the signature treat-
ments is a Mudslide ($95), a fun take
on the nearby town's highly touted
baths. A "mudtenant” helps you choose
a scent, mixes it with chalk-color vol-
canic mud, and sends you off to
slather up in a heated room, followed
by a healthful tub soak.

For meals, the indoor/outdoor Sol-
bar restaurant and lounge serves light
meals as well as heartier bistro-style
dishes such as short ribs, accompa-
nied, of course, by a choice of Napa
Valley vintages.

SOLAGE 755 Silverado Trail, Calistoga,

866-942-7442, solagecalistoga.com.
Rates: From $325.



